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“International Practice of Private Security Companies”
Abstract:

This research examines the use of private security companies (PSCs) as a prominent combat tactic in contemporary armed
conflicts. Their use has become a means of combat aimed at achieving military advantage.

The international practice of private security companies (PSCs) has expanded significantly in recent decades, reflecting
broader trends toward the privatization of security and combat functions traditionally managed by government entities. PSCs
operate across borders, providing a wide range of services, including armed protection, intelligence gathering, military
training, logistical support, cybersecurity, etc.

While PSCs offer cost-effective and flexible security solutions, their operations raise complex legal, ethical, and political
questions. Challenges include ambiguous legal status, judicial loopholes, and concerns about human rights violations,
particularly in unstable regions.

International initiatives such as the Montreux Document aim to regulate and standardize the activities of PSCs. Despite these
efforts, accountability and transparency remain critical issues. This study examines the scope, regulation, and implications
of international private security companies' operations, highlighting the need for stronger governance and oversight
mechanisms to ensure that private security complies with international legal and ethical standards.

The study concludes by emphasizing the importance of regulating the use of such companies within a clear legal and
legitimate framework that respects state sovereignty and takes into account humanitarian considerations. It also emphasizes
the need to establish international oversight mechanisms to ensure that the use of these companies does not become tools of
hegemony and illegitimate interference.
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